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404 BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

contrary, a cheerful and willing worker when he has anything to 
work for." 



Philosophy and Civilization i~i tHe Middle Age*. By Maurice 

DeWulf. Princeton. The University Press. Pp. 300. 

It has been said that for the philosophy of the Schoolmen to 
get a fair hearing is to gain a firm footing. Whether this be an 
exaggeration or not, it is hard to conceive how any fair-minded 
man could put down the present work without retaining at least 
a wholesome respect for that philosophy. For in the volume's 
300 pages is contained well-documented evidence which com- 
pletely refutes the utterly false conception given of Scholasti- 
cism by the critics of the 15th and 16th centuries, — a conception 
which, through ignorance, has been propagated down to the pres- 
ent time. 

Dr. De Wulf rightly maintains that philosophy does not stand 
isolated from the complex elements of social and political life, 
but rather that it is intimately bound up with and, in its develop- 
ment, affected by "the vicissitudes of temporal change, 

caught within the meshes of the temporal net." It is this point 
of view, together with the ripe scholarship of the author which 
has enabled him to carry it out so well, that lends to this work, 
not only a special charm, but also an authority of uncommon 
weight. Students of history will find in his survey of the civili- 
zation of the 12th and 13th centuries, — "an age which," he tells 
us, "constructs in all departments and destroys in none," — an 
insight into the genesis and evolution of its institutions which 
cannot but give fresh interest to their study, while students of 
philosophy, whether familiar with Scholasticism or not, will find 
in his exposition and appreciation of its speculative and practical 
doctrines one which, for simplicity and thoroughness, has rarely 
been equalled within the same compass. To the general move- 
ment for the revival of Scholastic Philosophy, so happily inaugu- 
rated by Leo XIII, this book, we feel certain will give a very per- 
ceptible impetus, and especially in circles not specifically or pre- 
dominantly Catholic. 

Charles C. Miltner, C.S.C., Ph.D. 



